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Bismillah al-Rahman al-Rahim wa bihi nasta'ln.
Alhamdullilahi Rabbil ‘Alamin, Wasalatu Wassalam
‘Ala Rasiilillahil Karim, Wa ‘Ala Alihi Wa Ashabihi Wa
Man Tabi’ahum Bi-Ehsan lla’ Yaum al-Din Amma Ba'd

All Gratitude belongs to the Rabb of all beings.
May the Praise and Salutations be upon His
final Messenger, his revered family and
his noble Companions and upon
those who follow them in good
until the end of times,

To proceedq,

We have approached yet another season to gain rewards
and remove our sins. He chooses some places and times
with virtues so we exert in acts of worship with the
guidelines of His messenger as Allah says:

[t omeadl] (155 ST 6 Gl 8155)
"And your Rabb creates what He wills and chooses"[28:68]

Muharram is one of the four sacred months:

PG opaill 3ls 55 BT S 3 0k he A fxe 400 e 5)
[0 4% 25551 T
" Indeed, the number of months with Allah is twelve in the

register of Allah (from) the day He created the heavens and
the earth; of these, four are sacred" [9:36]
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Abu Bakrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that
the Prophet % said: "Indeed, time has revolved back to its
state on the day Allah created the heavens and the earth.
The year is twelve months, of which four are sacred. Three
are consecutive: Dhi al-Qa‘dah, Dha al-Hijjah, and al-
Muharram; and Rajab of Mudar, which is between Jumada
and Sha‘'ban." [Al-Bukhari (4662) and Muslim (1679)]

al-Suddi, may Allah have mercy on him, explained:
o] skie 16 {8 QET} Ly oy Ry ok 5y 5aadl 56 {32 Eagl) G
[ ooy (££7/11) 5
"As for {four are sacred}, they are Dha al-Qa‘dah, Dha al-
Hijjah, al-Muharram, and Rajab. And as for {the register of
Allah}, it is that which is with Him (the Preserved Tablet)."
[Tafsir al-Tabari (11/442); Isnad Hasan]

The emphasised act of worship in this month is fasting as
Abi Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him said:

[(VY 1) ] o1 1 a8 Olian oy el Jiadl oy e &1 Lo 1 5y JU
Allah’s Messenger ¥ said: “the best fasting after Ramadan
is in the month of Allah, Muharram” [Muslim 1163]

Al-Baghawi, may Allah have mercy on him, commented:

[(Fe) /1) ad) 3] & IS jsetd) OF mo ot B o andi 4]
“He attributed it to Himself as magnification even though
all the months are of Allah.” [Sharh al-Sunnah 6/341]
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The Jews used to fast this month:

oy Lo 354l dmgd Bl 8 g ke A Lo ) gy OF Legis dl o) ol 4l 2
ps M I (aigagas (Ul padl s Lo toders alde A& Lo &) Jsm, oAb JU cepale
QB aasad (oeis (S8 s anliad cangiy 0383 Gy canghy (gse 48 ) AT (s
phors e B o 8 Jse) aliad (0Sn s gl T e ey aile A1 o A1 oy
(V7 ) ] sz s
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with both, said that
Allah’s Messenger % arrived Madinah and found the Jews
fasting on the day of ‘Ashiira’. So the Messenger of Allah
% said to them: "What is this day that you are fasting?"
They said: "This is a great day, in which Allah saved Misa
and his people, and drowned Fir'awn and his people. So
Masa fasted it out of gratitude, and so fast it." Thereupon
Allah’s Messenger % said: "We have more right and are
closer to Masa than you." So the Messenger of Allah %
fasted it and commanded its fasting. [Muslim (1130)]
(Y+i0) g (,;;T ogagab ok ade & Jo &) B s ssedl ods slygile py OIS
[(1471) o
The day of ‘Ashira’ was regarded by the Jews as an ‘Id,
so the Prophet # said: "So fast it, all of you." [Al-Bukhari
(2005) and Muslim (1131)]

This was indeed a great V|ctory from AIIah He said:
Q\g \.é) AJY L/U‘J L; U "\) UJPY\ LJJ.C\ r.:" ‘) u'uu?'\ ;W U’A) stj.ﬂ M\)}

(V=10 el w201 4D Guzelh ohifesd
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“And We saved Musa and those with him altogether.
Then We drowned the others. Indeed, in that is a sign,
and most of them were not believers.” [26:65-67]

Allah said about Fir'awn:

[¢ 2 aail] { il Ge 58 L& ;J::\.“A S FELTS
“Indeed, Fir'awn exalted himself in the land and made its
people into groups, oppressing a group of them,
slaughtering their sons, and keeping their women alive.
Indeed, he was of the corrupters.” [28:4]

This was then passed onto the Arabs:

B o B Sy OS5 aalb) (3 slypile ponal fud LS B e ) o) Asdle 0

sli o 1JB Olany ed (25 Wb canloay oly sl il () s Wb sy vy aide
[(V1Y0) thaas (YASY) Sdl] 455 5Ls g s

‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said: "Quraysh
used to fast [on the day of] ‘Ashara’ in the time of
Jahiliyyah, and Allah’s Messenger £ also used to fast it.
Then, when he migrated to Madinah, he fasted it and
commanded its fasting. But when the month of Ramadan
was made obligatory, he said: 'Whoever wishes may fast
it, and whoever wishes may leave it."" [Al-Bukhari (1893)
and Muslim (1125)]

This means it was turned from an obligatory act into a
recommended one as we learn from the narrations.

Salafiri.com 6
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al-Shafi't, may Allah have mercy on him, said:

¢V DS e gt V] wago 8] 5 V) s sme slypble 85 Aadle U Jex Y
[y /A

“The saying of ‘Aishah does not entail leaving the fast of

‘Ashira’ except leaving the obligation of fasting it”

[Ikhtilaf al-hadith from al-Umm 8/610]

Ibn Rajab said:
das £y e oy b JU by (Ol ol g ST Iy w] 2 LS

[(13 02) S st

“It was said: Indeed, the emphasis has ceased but the
basis of recommendation remains; and for this reason,
Qays bin Sa‘d said: "And we do it (fast it)." [Lata’if al-
Ma‘arif (p. 109)]

This report is in Al-Nasa'1 (2506) with isnad sahth.

Virtue:

hsdls ps o3 o Yoy 16 B Bo Wl ) S5 1B s o a3 8 Jo
[(VY 1Y) o] 2ol ) 6 1 s
And he (%) was asked about fasting the day of ‘Arafah, so
he said: ‘it expiates the previous and next year’s (sins).’
And he was asked about fasting the day of ‘Ashara’, so he
said: 'it expiates the previous year” [Muslim 1162]

Salafiri.com 7
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Evidences that it is recommended:

It is reported Ibn Mas'ud (Tahdhib al-Athar — Musnad
‘Umar 659 & al-Sunan al-Kubra by al-Nasai 2860; Both
Jayyid isnad), ‘Ali, Abu Musa (Tayalisi 1308, Tahdhib al-
Athar — Musnad 'Umar (654); Sahih Isnad). May Allah be
pleased with them. al-Qasim bin Muhammad (Musannaf
Ibn Abi Shaybah 9615; Sahih Isnad), al-Zuhri (Tahdhib al-
Athar — Musnad ‘Umar 668; Isnad Hasan) would fast
‘Ashara’. May Allah have mercy on them.

On the other hand, Ibn ‘Umar (al-Bukhari 1892) would not
fast it. And another narration (Muslim 1127) states that lbn
Mas'ud would at times not fast it. There is no issue in any
of this as it is not obligatory but remains a sunnah of our
Prophet £.

MWL@,«.@:\AJ&@&@A@Lmja};)g@éiuag}wgdf)w;w@f
psdl Vb sk ohoy ade A Lo Jgor) o Sipal) ol Sileds ool 1 celypile
s s oo OF (Ko (ol b Lo Ul cnleo (S 1 Sy elysile Vs

[(VVY9) o] ol oy o o
Humayd bin ‘Abd al-Rahman heard Mu‘awiyah bin Abi
Sufyan delivering a sermon in al-Madinah, meaning,
during a visit he made, addressing them on the day of
‘Ashirad’, saying: "Where are your scholars, O people of
Madinah? | heard Allah’s Messenger £ saying regarding
this day: 'This is the day of ‘Ashara’, and Alldh has not
prescribed its fasting upon you, yet | am fasting. So

Salafiri.com 8
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whoever among you wishes to fast, let him fast, and
whoever wishes to break [his fast], let him break [it]."
[Muslim (1129)]

This is something upon which no scholar disagrees. Ibn
‘Abd al-Barr, may Allah have mercy on him, said:
[P Yv/y STeal] aboo Jojd o spsls oy OF slodall il ¥

“The scholars do not differ that the fasting of the day of
‘Ashara’ is not obligatory” [al-Istidhkar 3/327]

It is recommended for children before puberty as well:

S 15 ) oo ealll b e ) (1] iyl els O gl Lilo psuaiy

[(V177) pheoa] SUabY) i o] Lalias plaball e oausf
"And we would make our young children among them fast,
if Allah willed, and we would go to the masjid and make a
toy for them from wool. Then, if one of them cried for food,
we would give it to him until [the time of] breaking the

fast." [Muslim (1136)]
This has immense effect on the upbringing of the children.

Permissibility of starting a voluntary fast after Fajr if one
has not done things which break the fast

[CL:M OJ.;.wj ('\0\/) P d Lwws — )UT}” \_,\_i.lﬁ] WT JT.«\.Q_; (‘L:“GJ\‘J LJJA‘:A c(’L& V‘: 4&).!.,0

‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Awf (may Allah be pleased with him)
entered the forenoon on the day of ‘Ashdra’ until the day

Salafiri.com 9
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had risen, while he did not know (it was ‘Ashird’). Then he
came to know afterward, so he was alarmed by that; then
he fasted, and he commanded us to fast after he had
entered the forenoon. [Tahdhib al-Athar - Musnad ‘Umar
(657); Isnad Sahih]

Recommendation of fasting a day before it

3 by ke ) o i gy JU (5)Ladly 350l anlan oy ] ) Jgony b 116 alea
o ) Jgery 255 3 Al ol o 1Bt ool Lo A sla o) Jall et 018

[(017€) phos] oy s

‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with both,
said: "When Allah’s Messenger # fasted the day of
‘Ashira’ and commanded its fasting, they said: 'O Allah’s
Messenger! Indeed, it is a day venerated by the Jews and
Christians.' So Allah’'s Messenger # said: '"When the next
year comes, if Allah wills, we shall fast the ninth.' He (Ibn
‘Abbas) said: '‘But the next year did not come before
Allah’s Messenger % passed away." [Muslim (1134)]

P Sk of B ald) e 6 ) A els ) ceze O ks ade ) Lo 1 Jguy JB
[ sy (V2 AVY) lplall] clypile
Allah’s Messenger £ said: "If | live until next year, if Allah

wills, | will fast the ninth, out of fear of missing the day of
‘Ashara’." [Al-Tabarani (10817); Isnad Hasan]

Salafiri.com 10
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Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with both) said about
‘Ashiira’: "Differ from the Jews and fast the ninth and the
tenth." [Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzaq (8086), Sharh Ma‘ani
al-Athar (3085), al-Sunan al-Kabir (8478), Shu‘ab al-Iman
(3509), and Fada’il al-Awqat (242); Jayyid asanid]

LCAL:JV o Je b ol ol \}ﬂb bjlfﬂb cfia\xﬂ \’}CJ‘ J},.':bd’ Pz O il i o) oF

[@M oliwg ('\'\’i) o5 s — )\3:}“ W.ch] ,:zwj c.»\.‘:.!\ o] L)\g.é

lbn Sirin (may Allah have mercy on him) said that he used
to fast ‘Ashira’ on the tenth day, so they spoke much
about it and said: 'Indeed, Ibn ‘Abbas said it is the ninth.'
So he began to fast the ninth and the tenth." [Tahdhib al-
Athar - Musnad ‘Umar (669); Isnad Sahih]

Je J&L’J\j @w\ TR Js QJ&L’J\ }T c\a\:ﬂ a5 shgale 1edd 1 st o Gl Ju

[(TAA) s ] Lty gy Osnged w81 350d) 2AL (JB LS 2 Bl

Ishaq bin Mansar said: "l said (to Ahmad bin Hanbal): 'Is
‘Ashira’ the ninth or the tenth day?' He said: 'One should
fast the ninth and the tenth." Ishaq said: ' (it is) as he said,
to differ from the Jews; for they fast only one day."
[Masa’il al-Kawsaj (688)]

Salafiri.com 11



Shies
Salafi Research Institute 2026 = alafl

[

These narrations also show that ‘Ashara’ is actually the
tenth day but adding a day before it is recommended to
differ from the Jews and to guarantee catching this great
virtue. Likewise is adding a day after it and it anyways
comes under fasting Muharram.

[Coup ol g ('H~) JRLpute )\'3:)” g_,uvhg] Logs odasg Loy ald ey O & e ) e

lbn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with both) used to fast
a day before it and a day after it. [Tahdhib al-Athar -
Musnad ‘Umar (660); Isnad Sahih]

[ odiws (A7) s T ol] s DT B2 Gy oy s psemy Ol gl 0

Tawdas used to fast a day before it and a day after it, for
fear that it would pass him by. [Musannaf Ilbn Abi
Shaybah (9630); Isnad Sahih]

Note: nothing marfd’ is authentic about this

Certain scholars did deduce that ‘Ashara’ is actually the
ninth of Muharram and they quoted:

) B gy (3 el densze gy Legis I o) el ol ) gl 1B oY1 (S e
S 1ol (Ltloo ol pgs ey cadels 21 I3 ol 13) 1 JUS Selppile paws e 3y

[(ONVYT) phos] o5 2 J6 ansas v acde 1 o Jgu; O
al-Hakam bin al-A'raj said: "l came to Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah
be pleased with both, while he was using his cloak as a
pillow at Zamzam, and | said to him: 'Inform me about the

Salafiri.com 12
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fasting of ‘Ashlra’?' He said: 'When you see the crescent
of al-Muharram, then count, and begin the morning of the
ninth day fasting.' | said: 'ls this how the Messenger of Allah
# used to fast it?' He said: 'Yes." [Muslim (1133)]

This has another narration in al-Muntakhab min musnad
‘abd bin humayd (672) and Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah (2098)
with Isnad Sahih. Al-'Ayni said explaining this:
o ppe s ooy e B Lo e o 5y Lo o 1o oDl el ol o i
[V Y1) G sas] gl os0 il e
Meaning: Fast the ninth with the tenth, and he intended by
his saying, "Yes," what has been narrated of his
determination £ to fast the ninth, from his statement: "I
will surely fast the ninth." ['Umdat al-Qari (11/117)]

al-Qadi ‘iyad said:

Alally el pagab 1o 2T Rls) (3 0y LS sl i I AW e edd b o alals
[(Ao /£) phos wilsis et JLosT]

And perhaps it is by way of combining with the tenth so as

not to resemble the Jews, as has been reported in another

narration: "So fast the ninth and the tenth." [Ilkmal al-

Mu“allim bi Fawa’id Muslim (4/85)]

Also see Sharh Ma‘ani al-Athar 4/329, Sharh Ibn Battal
4/142 and Tahdhib al-Lughah 2/47

This brings us to an important principle. It is to understand
the narrations in a wholesome manner as they explain one
another. What is correct is that it is the tenth.

Salafiri.com 13
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Ibn Sirin said it is the tenth day [al-Musannaf 9635 with
Isnad Sahih; Hisham bin Hassan from lbn Sirin is Sahih].

This is very important as he is the one who heard the
saying of Ibn ‘Abbas and acted upon it (p. 11). Al-Dahhak
saying it is the ninth day (al-Musannaf 9634; Isnad Sahih)
can either be interpreted to what Ibn ‘Abbas said (previous
page) or we say he did his own ijtihad and was mistaken
based on evidences and that Tabi'un are not evidence in
and of themselves. See my article “The 4 imams warned
against Tagleed” and “The truth is one not multiple.”

Unauthentic actions during this season:

o3 @ oy g Lgllae cdlally Blowally sl e sy b 18 5y thed ) JU
B Jo e Gap Lo U5 Ao e o3 ISy (Ll pausT 8 e lskeg OF craledd
eJusly eligile oo JLEV 3 55z Lo oo (OIS 58 s b elpile 2 3 phuy e

[(ver/e) BLdl malr] shsile oy 3oy
This Ibn Taymiyyah said: "And more than one of the
prophets, the Companions, and the righteous have been
killed wrongfully as martyrs, and it is not from the religion
of the Muslims to make the day of the killing of any of
them a day of mourning, and likewise, taking it as an ‘Id is
an innovation. And everything narrated from the Prophet
# regarding the day of ‘Ashdra’ other than his fasting is a
lie, such as what is narrated regarding taking a bath on the
day of ‘Ashiira’, applying kohl, and the prayer on the day
of ‘Ashdra’." [Jami‘ al-Masa’il (5/151)]

Salafiri.com 14
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[(sva [o) ;S
lbn Taymiyyah said: "As for what is narrated regarding
applying kohl on the day of ‘Ashidrd’, or dyeing (the
hair/beard), taking a bath, shaking hands, wiping the head
of an orphan, eating grains, slaughtering, and the like: all
of that is a lie upon the Prophet %, and such is an
innovation; nothing of it is recommended according to the
Imams of the religion. And what the people of innovation
practice on it, of wailing, lamentation, mourning, and
reviling the Companion, may Allah be pleased with them,
is also from the greatest of innovations and evils, and every
innovation is misguidance." [Al-Fatawa al-Kubra (5/479)]
e Y Blab e G5 dy cad BDlally ciawgdly (odlly cslgile ps JSYI i dll )l JB
by asboo Coslal b ad thog ade 1 o ) o e Vg cdly ot Vg e o Le
[Ver oo cadl W] bl Llas
lbn al-Qayyim said: "Applying kohl on the day of ‘Ashara’,
beautifying oneself, spending generously (on the family),
prayer on it (specifically), and other than that of virtues;
none of it is authentic, not a single Hadith, and nothing is
established from the Prophet # regarding it other than the
Hadiths of his fasting, and whatever is besides that is
falsehood/fabricated." [Al-Manar al-Munif (p. 103)]
g3osed e JluztVly Sl Vly elssle o (3 JeS Y Jiab 3 sy Lo ) oy ool JB

[(VVY0) S sl e ¥
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Ibn Rajab said: "And everything narrated concerning the
virtue of applying kohl on the day of ‘Ashira’, dyeing, and
taking a bath on it (specifically) is fabricated, it is not
authentic." [Lata’if al-Ma‘arif (p. 112)]

As for spending on the family on this day then there is no
authentic chain as Ibn Rajab said (Lat&’if al-Maarif p. 113).
Even the chain in al-Istidhkar 3/331 is Ma'lal as Shu’bah left
narrating from Abu al-Zubair at some point. Shaykh
Amanpuri, may Allah preserve him, wrote an article
analysing all the chains and he came to the same

conclusion. Also see al-I"tisam with tahqgiq of Shaykh Sa’d al-
Humayyid 2/255.

As for claiming that these chains support each other than
it is as al-Mu'allim1 said:
[V oo o aesadl sl s aiides] Lans Lo 20

“Rather, they weaken each other” [His Ta'liq on al-Fawaid
al-Majmu’ah p. 100]

There is no doubt that al-Husayn, may Allah be pleased
with him was killed unjustly in this month by the same
people that claim to love him. But we must act according
to evidences, not emotions.

redli (Bl el Eaad (o oy ned) el o ey wde A S G g A o

[3.).::: A E .«\:.Q.QJ.J\.,.C«Z\._:U) (> 0w g (Y'&oo~) RPN} M] o}.S.JJa 09,£ mi)\v_@_l::e go}l::e
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When the news of the death of al-Husayn bin ‘Ali arrived,
Umm Salamah, the wife of the Prophet %, cursed the
people of Iraq, saying: "They killed him, may Allah kill them;
they deceived him and humiliated him." [Musnad Ahmad
(26550); Its Isnad is Hasan, the narration of ‘Abd al-Hamid
from Shahr is authentic]

Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with both, said:

[(¥Vor) ] sl ke i oo i Jgmn) Bl o 15k 5 bl o Ogfly 1A ol
"The people of Iraq ask about [killing] flies, while they have
indeed killed the son of the daughter of the Messenger of
Allah #!" [Al-Bukhari (3753)]

Even the books of the Shr'ah confirm that he was killed by
the people of ‘lrag/Kufah. See al-Ihtijaj 2/29, al-Irshad
2/110-111, Muthir al-Ahzan p. 137

Wa Sallallahu Ala Sayyidina Muhammad Wa Ala Alihi Wa
Ashabihi Wa-Sallam Tasliman Kathira.

Muzammil al-Balashi,
Karachi, Pakistan
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